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AlM C(ijlobal Reference Data Survey 2009: Golden Copy Solutions are further gaining
groun

Demand for high-quality reference data continues to grow as the 2009 survey reveals

VIENNA (Austria), December 9, 2009 - AIM Software, a leading provider of centralized reference data management
software to the financial industry, has announced the results of its Global Reference Data Survey conducted for
the sixth consecutive year. The study was designed to inquire into the driving forces, challenges and planned in-
vestments for reference data automation. This year’s survey was sponsored by Interactive Data (Europe) Ltd, part
of Interactive Data Corporation (NYSE: IDC).

From April to November 2009, AIM Software (www.aimsoftware.com) carried out its Global Reference Data Survey
in 51 countries. The global findings 2009 show that high-quality reference data is more than ever being considered a
key issue for financial institutions in order to reduce errors (73% of all responses), cut costs (58%) and to help under-
stand a firm’s exposure to risk (58%). Compared to the results of previous years, these figures indicate a steady in-
crease of enterprises’ awareness in this field: in 2006 only 53% of all participants perceived errors, costs (45%) and
risk management (44%) to be major driving forces for reference data automation.

A major finding of this year’s survey reveals that the demand for a centrally managed security master is still growing,
especially in Western Europe and North America. Whereas in 2007 only 38% of all respondents stated that they had
a golden copy, in 2009 51% already feed reference data into a centrally managed repository. “Despite the cost con-
tainment policy in many institutions following the economic crisis, firms are aware of their need to enhance opera-
tional efficiency and to support the growing risk management and compliance requirements. This might be the rea-
son for the steadily rising demand for central security master files,” explains Martin Buchberger, Head of Marketing
and Sales at AIM Software.

For financial enterprises the focus of reference data management lies on the management of basic data (61%), the
automated opening of instruments (48%) and the management of pricing data (48%). However, the management of
corporate actions is gaining importance as firms are recognizing the need for the efficient processing of corporate
actions data in a timely and reliable manner: more than a third of all participating institutions state that they want to
invest in the automation of corporate actions. “New types of corporate actions continue to emerge, covering an
array of instruments that have grown in complexity. Besides this growing complexity, the volume of corporate ac-
tions data is expected to further rise in the future due to an increase in corporate refinancing and restructuring, and
back-office teams will be sorely pressed to keep it under control,” states Paul Kennedy, European business manager
for reference data at Interactive Data.“Recent market events have highlighted the need to have a greater under-
standing of how a corporate action can affect a firm’s risk profile.”

When questioned about difficulties with reference data from financial data feeds, half of the firms indicate that they
are struggling with high costs, soaring from 28% in 2006. Other issues are poor data quality, missing standards and
bad data coverage. Only 14% do not perceive any problems at all.

The survey results show that in the aftermath of the economic meltdown, enterprises are taking urgent measures to
enhance their reference data management solution: a third of all respondents are currently working on this and 18%
state that they have already implemented a reference data management suite.

“A special objective of the study is to take a close look at reference data management procedures and observe de-
velopments over the years in order to help institutions to get a better picture of their business in a constantly chang-
ing environment. By comparing their own data management strategy with the regional or global results, enterprises
will be able to assess their future steps in reference data management,” concludes Buchberger.
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Note to the editor:

About AIM Software

Established in 1999, AIM Software is one of the leading providers of data management solutions for financial markets, with of-
fices in Switzerland, Austria, Luxembourg, France, the USA, Hong Kong and Japan. Based on the worldwide service and support
partner network, AIM Software provides internationally established software solutions and services with more than 108 refer-
ences in 16 countries. Supported by the large client base, AIM Software can offer low risk and low cost all-in-one software pack-
ages, based on its industry proven data management software platform GAIN.

For further information, please visit http://www.aimsoftware.com.

AIM Software annually publishes the Global Data Management Survey. The results of 2009 reflect the statements of reference
data managers from 270 financial institutions in 51 countries. To view the full results, please follow this link:
http://www.aimsoftware.com/topics/survey2009
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About Interactive Data Corporation

Interactive Data Corporation (NYSE: IDC) is a leading global provider of financial market data, analytics and related solutions to
financial institutions, active traders and individual investors. The Company's businesses supply real-time market data, time-
sensitive pricing, evaluations and reference data for millions of securities traded around the world, including hard-to-value in-
struments. Many of the world's best-known financial service and software companies subscribe to the Company's services in
support of their trading, analysis, portfolio management and valuation activities. Interactive Data, headquartered in Bedford,
Mass., has approximately 2,400 employees in offices located throughout North America, Europe, Asia and Australia. Pearson plc
(NYSE: PSO; LSE: PSON), an international media company, whose businesses include the Financial Times Group, Pearson Educa-
tion, and the Penguin Group, is Interactive Data Corporation's majority stockholder.

Interactive Data’s Pricing and Reference Data business provides global securities pricing, evaluations and reference data de-
signed to support financial institutions’ and investment funds' pricing activities, securities operations, research and portfolio
management. Interactive Data collects, edits, maintains and delivers data on more than 6 million securities, including daily
evaluations for approximately 2.8 million fixed income and international equity issues. Interactive Data specialises in ‘hard-to-
get’ information and evaluates many ‘hard-to value’ instruments.

Pricing, evaluations and reference data are provided in the US through Interactive Data Pricing and Reference Data, Inc. and
internationally through Interactive Data (Europe) Ltd. and Interactive Data (Australia) Pty Ltd.

For more information about Interactive Data Corporation and its businesses, please visit www.interactivedata.com

Interactive Data>" and the Interactive Data logo are service marks of Interactive Data Corporation and registered service marks
in Australia, European Community, Germany, Japan, Korea, New Zealand, Switzerland and Taiwan.
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